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Violence of ‘development’: Livelihoods to Deadlihoods

All over the world. nature's mighty barriers
separate o, gos, minerals and water from their destinafions. |
Only a handful of international gants can bridge these
gops. One of them is Indian. Dodsal Ripping th

¥ Jungles in Indonesia.. Moving the sarth in Indha._. L
pipelines

rough
ayng

Dodsal

The Indian hand... workdwidk




Are there alternative ways of meeting human
needs that respect the earth, and all humans?

YES! Of two kinds ...

Ploori-verse, by Ashish Kothari



.. other ways of:being, knowing, doing,
dreaming



Constructive alternatives across the world

(arising from / complementing resistan
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Deccan Development Society, India:
conservation, equity, food sovereignty, livelihood security

Empowering dalit women farmers: collectives, land rights
*Reviving traditional agricultural diversity / practices (millets)

*Creating community grain banks P
COVID: contributing to district relief food supplies SR wima




Kurdish Rojava women’s movement

* Autonomy, direct democracy, ecofeminist

principles (‘jineoloji’) in midst of vﬁrgone
nﬂm;x' t A

Images: courtesy Kurdish\Women’s Movement



Flower of Transformation
Towards a just, sustainable, equitable society

Radical democracy
direct citizens'\power, accountable

Ecological resijience &

wisdom
(rights of nature], conservatiof

Culture & knowledge

diversity
(new learning, knoy
commons, celebrating
creativity)



Eco-swaraj / Prakritik swaraj:
Radical ecological democracy

(Radical = going to the roots)

e achieving human well-being, through:

— empowering all citizens & communities to participate in
decision-making

— ensuring socio-economic equity & justice
— Respecting other species and the limits of the earth

Community (at various levels) as basic unit of organisation, not
state or private corporation



Pre/Post-development worldviews from elsewhere
... a pluriverse

* Indigenous peoples’ territorial struggles and notions
of well-being

— buen vivir: sumak kawsay (Andes), suma gamana (Bolivia), kume
mongen (Chile), kamatse asaike (Peru)

— ubuntu (S. Africa), umuntu (Uganda), ukama (Zimbabwe), eti uwem
(W. Africa)

— kyosei (Japan), sentipensar, minobattsiiwiin (native American),
* Roots & radical re-interpretations of major religions
* Degrowth, Commons, Solidarity economy,

Biocivilisation, Ecosocialism, Ecofeminism ... 'U\ 4-;
Not all these are ‘degrowth’! o~ oy y T '
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Values & principles of
transformative alternatives ....

o Diversity and pIuraIism (of ideas, knowledge, ecologies, economies, ideologies, polities,
cultures...)

* Self-reliance for basic needs (swavalamban)

* Self-governance / autonomy (swashasan / swaraj)
e Cooperation, collectivity, solidarity, commons

* Rights with responsibilities of meaningful participation
* Dignity & creativity of labour (shram)

* Qualitative pursuit of happiness

* Equity / justice / inclusion (sarvodaya)

* Simplicity / sufficiency / enoughness (aparigraha)
* Rights of nature / respect for all life forms

* Non-violence, peace, harmony (ahimsa)

e Subsidiarity & ecoregionalism

Worldviews that celebrate life




Scale: how can these alternatives
achieve macro-change?

Outscaling, not upscaling / multiplying, not replicating

e Resistance + constructive alternatives

* Networking, solidarity, co-learning to achieve critical
mass

* Local to global connect

* Advocacy for policy shifts: transitions towards
transformation

* Collective visioning



Going beyond a ‘green new deal’:

Towards a Global Rainbow New Deal,
revolutions of multiple hues

Double rainbow, by Ashish Kothari



Vikalp Sangams (Alternatives Confluences):
practical collaborations, bottom-up visioning

fluen

~/ VY 1KAELPSsangam

www.vikalpsangam.org



Global Tapestry of Alternativess

Confluences
acrdithe
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Collective V|S|or1|ng of.a just world-..

| Sharlng/exchan

and how

to get there!

https://globaltapestryofalternatives.org



Radical alternative practices &
worldviews across world =
120 authors, >100 essays
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Un diccionario del posdesarrollo

A Post-Development Dictionary
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To participate ...

Ashish Kothari, ashishkothari@riseup.net

RED:
https://radicalecologicaldemocracy.org

GTA:
https://eglobaltapestryofalternatives.org

Please let me know if you want to be on above global lists!


https://radicalecologicaldemocracy.org/
http://www.globaltapestryofalternatives.org

