
CLIMATE JUSTICE ALLIANCE

● Founded in 2013 

● Center of gravity in the 
climate movement by uniting 
communities on the frontline 
of environmental injustice. 

● 89 organizations in the US 
and territories.

● CBOs, EJ organizations, 
alliances and networks 



A Just Transition is a 
unifying vision and 
shared strategy on 
how to move 
from an 
extractive 
economy to a 
regenerative 
economy.



The Extractive Economy

◼ Resources: Extraction. 

◼ Work: Exploitation of labor.  

◼ Purpose: The accumulation, 
concentration and enclosure of wealth 
and power.

◼ Worldview/Culture: Consumerism and 
Infinite growth.

◼ Governance: 

◼ Short-term profits > well-being.  

◼ Requires imperialism 



The Regenerative Economy
◼ Resources: Build rather than deplete. 
◼ Work: Cooperation rather than 

exploitation.

◼ Purpose: ecological restoration, 
community resilience and social equity.

◼ Worldview/Culture: Sacredness of 
relationships to each other and the 
world 

◼ Governance:  People are in control of 
the decisions and resources that affect 
their daily lives



The Regenerative Economy: How do we get there?

Protect our communities 
from harm and extraction

Repair harms of the 
extractive economy

Invest in non extractive and 
equitable solutions that 
support communities and 
workers 

Transform relationships 
and structures so that they 
are rooted in equity, respect, 
and justice



● Brooklyn’s oldest Latino 
community-based 
organization

● Intergenerational
● Multiracial
● Women of Color-Led
● Internationally recognized



●

The GRID: A Community-led vision for Climate Justice in Sunset Park



● Protect our community from gentrification and false solutions
● Repair past harms by shutting down fossil fuel peaker plants 
● Invest in:

○ Green manufacturing
○ Workforce development
○ Equitable transformation
○ Eco-port

● Transform relationships through
○ Co-governance
○ Community-ownership
○ Worker owned co-ops 

The Regenerative Economy: The GRID



How to build a regenerative economy?

Policy and organizing must center 

frontline communities!!

Who tells the story?

Who makes the decisions? 

Who benefits and how?

Who else with this impact?

How will this build or shift power?



Resources:
Protect, Repair, Invest, Transform
The GRID 2.0

https://climatejusticealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ProtectRepairInvestTransformdoc22x.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ez2SbcAQAXz2ltZHij4c_JztX_PSAhle/view

