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Let’s inspect 
this line here



“[The Illinois Confederacy] shaped 
and altered much of this region as an 
anthropogenic creation. Like many 
other indigenous groups in North 

America, their most important tool was 
fire. Burning the prairies, they made 

the grasses hospitable for grazers, and 
managed prairie as a game reserve to

maximize productivity 
(Morrisey, 2019, p. 56).

Morrissey, R. M. (2019). Climate, ecology and history in North 

America’s Tallgrass Prairie Borderlands. Past & Present, 

245(1), 39-77.
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Myammia Lunar Calendar:
The Grass Burning Moon

Voros, C. M. (2009). Myaamia calendar project phase II: lunar calendar 

calibration (Doctoral dissertation, Miami University).
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“In saašaakayolia kiilhswa, we see 
fire as something that restores and 
gives new life to the prairie. Fire 
helps clear the land of old grass 

and brush and opens seed pods that 
have fallen to the ground. Because 

of fire, new flowers and plants 
emerge in the spring” 

(McCoy et al, 2011, p. 60).

McCoy, T., Ironstack, G., Baldwin, D., Strack, A. & Olm, W. (2011). Myaamionki: Ašiihkiwi Neehi Kiišikwi, 

The Place of the Miami: Earth and Sky. Miami, OK: Miami Tribe of Oklahoma.
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Norwegian Holocene Pyro-Management

Selsing, L. (2016). Intentional fire management in the Holocene with emphasis on hunter-gatherers in the 

Mesolithic in South Norway. AmS-Skrifter, (25), 1–131. https://doi.org/10.31265/ams-skrifter.vi25.227

“Anthropogenic burning was different 
from natural fires. The fires set by 

people were smaller and less 
intense…They were predictable, 
almost immediately productive, 

creating mosaics in a complex pattern 
of vegetation of burnt and unburnt 

patches. Because they reduced 
available fuel, they provided 

protection against the disruptions of 
natural fires.” 



The Metaphor of 
the Birdbath



Indigenous Regenerative 
Ecosystem Design



IRED
Driving Values

➢Respect
➢Reverence
➢Reciprocity
➢Responsibility
➢Relationality/Kincentric Ecology
➢Bio-equality



IRED
Strategies

➢Habitat expansion
➢Work with nature
➢ Species Curation/Selection
➢Augment Foodweb Base to Augment System
➢Regenerative disturbance
➢Design for forever (not for fiscal quarter)
➢Design for biodiversity (not for profit maximization)



IRED
Characteristics

➢ Place-based
➢Millennial scale
➢Regional scale (not farm but whole ecosystem)
➢Local materials
➢Human positive
➢Ecocentric
➢Kincentric
➢Ecomimetic (mimic preexisting ecological conditions)



Turtle Island

A Densely Populated, Extensively
Managed Continent
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