


THE DEATH OF GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 



THE INDUSTRIAL FOOD SYSTEM USES
75% OF THE AGRICULTURAL LAND
90% OF THE FOSSIL ENERGY
80% OF THE WATER

TO FEED 30% OF THE WORLD.

WHAT IS THIS SYSTEM DOING TO US?



IT’S NOT JUST BIODIVERSITY
THAT’S VANISHING.

IT’S OUR CULTURES AND LANGUAGES TOO.



LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY



BIODIVERSITY



TERRITORIES PROTECTED BY INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES



WHEN A CULTURE DIES, A WHOLE WAY 
OF KNOWING AND RELATING TO THE 

WORLD DIES WITH IT



WHAT IS CULTURAL AMNESIA?



RICE IN INDIA: 
A MICROCOSM OF OUR COLLECTIVE LOSS



SHIFTING BASELINES

The degradation we witness in our early years of knowing and 
relating with the world becomes our “baseline” or what we 

perceive as the “normal” or “natural”. 



IT’S NOT JUST OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT THAT IS ‘SHIFTING IN BASELINE’, 

BUT ALSO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH EACH 
OTHER. 



HOW DO WE EVEN BEGIN TO RESTORE THE 
ENVIRONMENT IF WE DON’T REMEMBER IT?



THE SOLUTIONS ARE ALREADY HERE



THE INDUSTRIAL FOOD SYSTEM USES
75% OF THE AGRICULTURAL LAND
90% OF THE FOSSIL ENERGY
80% OF THE WATER

BUT IT ONLY FEEDS 30% OF THE 
WORLD.

BUT THIS ISN’T THE ONLY FOOD 
SYSTEM.



THE PEASANT FOOD WEB USES
25% OF THE WORLD’S AGRICULTURAL LAND
10% OF THE FOSSIL FUEL ENERGY
20% OF THE WATER



WHILE SUSTAINING THE VAST MAJORITY OF
AGRICULTURAL BIODIVERSITY 



TO FEED 70% OF THE WORLD



“THE PLAYING FIELD HAS BEEN TILTED AGAINST PEASANTS 
FOR CENTURIES, AND THEY’VE STILL MANAGED TO FEED 

MORE PEOPLE THAN INDUSTRIAL AGRICULTURE. 

IMAGINE WHAT THEY COULD DO IF WE 
TIPPED THE BALANCE IN THEIR FAVOR.”

— RAJ PATEL


