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The 4 returns framework as foundation of holistic restoration

Social Returns Natural Returns Financial ReturnsReturn of Inspiration



Loess Plateau in China
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It is possible to heal 

degradation 

through holistic 

landscape restoration. 



We are committed to restore 100 million hectares of 

land by 2040 by bringing people together



What does it take  to

make holistic

landscape restoration

the new norm?



Changing complex systems through partnership



Challenges to restorative governance:
• Fragmentation
• Urgency
• Fragility



Peat Meadows – The Netherlands
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Experience the whole system 

Dialogue and generative 
listening 

Experiment and learn

From fragmentation to 
shared vision & identity



South West Australia



mobilising 
commercial 

funding
Connecting 
farmers and 
consumers

carbon farming and 
carbon neutrality

regenerative farming 
transition

farmer support and 
engagement

education 
& training

indigenous 
Aboriginal 
leadership

(local) government 
activation

mobilising non-
commercial funding

direct ecological 
restoration

urban& rural 
communities 

activation

regenerative 
business cases

From a regenerative 

business to following 

indigenous wisdom 



Holistic approach to building a 
diverse and resilient network

Process funding

Building trust through generations

Working around 

multiple fireplaces
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Bio-Regional Weaving Labs



Waterford, Ireland

Altiplano Estepario, 
Spain

Oltenia de sub Munte, 
Romania 

Åre, Sweden

Photos: Shutterstock

The Netherlands

Adour Garonne, France

Thermenlinie-

Wiener Becken, Austria

Brandenburg, 

Germany

From a landscape to a cluster
A network of learning networks supporting 
each other in landscape restoration



The landscapes cannot be governed.

We can only govern ourselves within them.



Listen to nature to heal fragmentation

Listen to your children to heal urgency

Listen to yourself to heal fragility

Respond with the deepest love and respect you’re capable of

Listen 3 times, respond once



Thank you.


