
Social Tipping Points for 
System Change
www.socialtippingpointcoalitie.nl



Good news: the climate problem is fixed!

(according to the fossil fuel industry at the World Harbour Days Rotterdam)



Tech fixes won’t work 
- as long as oil and gas 

production are allowed and 
subsidized



“The only way to beat the ever-

accelerating climate change is 

with ever-accelerating changes in 

society”.
Professor Schellnhuber - Potsdam Institute for Climatic Impact Research



MainstreamMarginal

Social tipping point

time

Uphill battle



MainstreamMarginal

Governments 
make new laws

Governments should not await, 
but create the snowball effect

Mounting 
societal pressure

Society & polluting 
industry adapt 

to new rules and laws

Uphill battle

time



Social tipping interventions 
to prevent physical tipping points

social tipping 
interventions

Professor Otto et al - Potsdam Institute for Climatic Impact Research



Call to forming Dutch government in 2021

- a ban on fossil advertising and sponsorships

- a stop on fossil subsidies

- standardized climate education for all students

- obligatory divestment by pension funds and banks 

- regulation that would unleash the potential of 

neighborhood energy networks



“Simple policy 
accelerates 

climate action”



MainstreamMarginal

Grassroot activism
NGOs

Frontrunning institutes

Bigger institutes & 
frontrunning companies

Frontline communities

Governments 
make laws

Pulling up the social tipping point

Society & polluting 
industry adapt 

to new rules and laws

Uphill battle

time



Add social tipping interventions 
to carbon neutral plans 



Look for ways in your organisation might be 
holding back change, unwillingly

Exxon greenwashing in 
the New York Times

For example: newspapers print climate stories and fossil ads



Look for contagious and 
easy replicable measures

www.worldwithoutfossilads.org

http://www.worldwithoutfossilads.org


Social tipping interventions 

don’t take a lot of money…

They only take courage! 
www.socialtippingpointcoalitie.nl




